
 
 
 
 

Message from Mike Hess - St. Louis Chapter President 
 
 
 
Dear Members: 
 
Beginning in late 2008, our chapter experienced reduced enrollment in many of our 
education offerings.  Historically, revenue from chapter education offerings has helped 
to fund the day-to-day operations of our local chapter, along with membership dues.  As 
a result of lower than anticipated enrollment, we’ve had to access reserve funds to 
offset the shortfall in anticipated revenue from education.  We believe that the trend of 
declining enrollment is due to a combination of factors, including the downturn in the 
economy, competitive pressure from non-AI education programs, as well as competitive 
pressure from our own AI on-line education offerings.  National has recently proposed 
sharing revenue from on-line education with local chapters.  Unfortunately, National is 
also experiencing declining revenue, both from on-line offerings and traditional 
classroom offerings.  Unfortunately, this assistance from National is far from assured.     
 
I would like to encourage all members to try to attend more classes locally, if possible, 
so that we can continue to offer our local courses in the future.  A list of courses to be 
offered during the remainder of 2009 is presented on the Chapter website at 
www.stlappraisalinstitute.com.  I understand that there are often reasons for not 
attending our local offerings but it is more important than ever that we support the St. 
Louis Chapter if we are to continue providing our high-quality education locally.   
 
At the present time, our education committee is selecting courses for 2010.  Along with 
this letter I am attaching a listing of courses and would like your input as to which ones 
you would like to see us offer in 2010.  Please email a list of the courses that you would 
like to take in 2010 and any other suggestions you might have to the Chapter Education 
Chairperson, Mike Curran, at mcurran@reanalysts.net.   
 
I know these are not the best of times but it does seem to me that appraisers associated 
with the Appraisal Institute are doing well or certainly able to survive this economic 
downturn.  Part of this success I feel can be attributed to the excellent education the 
Appraisal Institute provides. 
 
Many of you already know me, but for those that do not and would like to speak with 
me, I can be reached at 314-822-9411 or hessappraisals@earthlink.net.  I became the 
President of the St. Louis Chapter on January 1, 2009, and will serve a two-year term.  I 
look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Mike Hess, SRA 
2009-2010 President – St. Louis Chapter 



 


